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Commentary Planning Sheet

The internal assessment (via each commentary) in economics enables students to demonstrate the ability to analyze, apply and evaluate economic concepts and theories in relation to real-world situations.

Title of Article:
[bookmark: _GoBack]
Source:

Date:

Reminders:  Is article from appropriate source? (i.e. not a column or editorial) / Is the article an appropriate length (1 to ½ pages)? / Did you highlight or underline relevant parts of the article? 

Briefly explain how one of the economic concepts below will act as a lens through which to analyze the article:

	Scarcity
	Choice
	Efficiency

	Equity
	Economic Well-being
	Sustainability

	Change
	Interdependence
	Intervention









What economic change (or changes) is (are) discussed in the article?



What diagram(s) could you draw and explain to illustrate this change?  Sketch them. Often the first diagram will illustrate a problem, while the second diagram will model the suggested policy solution.  Recall: Make sure that you label the axes accurately and use the relevant data from the text.  For example, if the article is about sugar subsidies to European farmers, don't just write price on the y-axis, write price of sugar in Euros.  If there are any figures in the text, then try to use them on the diagrams.
[image: ]
Evaluation …

Now, evaluate this change. If there is a policy solution (offered in article), is it likely to solve the problem?  What are the likely effects, both positive and negative, in the short and the long run, on various stakeholders? (i.e. consumers, producers, government, taxpayers, low-income earners, foreign producers etc….)  If you can, rank these effects from most to least significant, with reasons. Lastly, for the best sort of evaluation, how does this instance reflect on economic theory itself? Does what happened or what is suggested in your news article accord with what economic theory suggests should happen? If not, why not?  Can you come to a balanced conclusion based on its relationship to your selected economic concept and the economic issues examined within the commentary?
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